VALSPAR CHAMPIONSHIP PRESENTED BY BB&T ENDS EXCEPTIONAL YEAR
WITH $1.8 MILLON IN GENERATED CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS

Study by University of South Florida shows $51 million economic impact
Palm Harbor, FL - Not only was the 2015 Valspar Championship presented by BB&T an
exceptional sporting event, it has proven to be a tremendous success benefitting the
Tampa Bay community and its charities.
The tournament was won in a three-hole playoff on March 15 by Jordan Spieth, who has
since added triumphs at The Masters and the U.S. Open. Now ranked first in the Official
World Golf Ranking, he has joined Vijay Singh (2004) and Luke Donald (2012) as players
who achieved status as the world’s top-ranked golfer in the year they won the tournament
on Copperhead Course at Innisbrook.
The Valspar Championship also was extremely successful as a community event, with
record attendance of more than 85,000 for the week. Thanks to a special study by
Michelle Gacio Harrolle, Ph.D. at the University of South Florida, Muma College of Business
Sport and Entertainment Management Program and Daniel A. Rascher, Ph.D., CVA
President, SportsEconomics, LLC, we now know that tournament activities translated to
an economic impact for the Tampa Bay community of more than $51 million.
With record ticket sales and improved tournament corporate sponsorships and hospitality
events, the Copperheads, the locally-based nonprofit that organizes the tournament for
the PGA TOUR, generated nearly $1.8 million in charitable contributions this year. As the
group enters its 40th year of sponsoring professional golf in the Tampa Bay area, the total
for such charitable contributions now exceeds $34 million.
“This is great news,” says Les Muma, who is taking over as general chairman for the
Copperheads for a two-year term. “My predecessor Larry Morgan did a fantastic job
shepherding our event through an existential challenge. We now have an outstanding
title sponsor in Valspar, a great presenting sponsor in BB&T and one of the best
tournament management companies, Pro Links Sports, working together for future
growth. We all cannot wait for Jordan Spieth to defend his title next March.”
The 2016 Valspar Championship presented by BB&T will take place at Innisbrook from
March 7-13. Tickets go on-sale in October 2015. To learn more about the tournament,
visit www.valsparchampionship.com.

Valspar: If it matters, we’re on it.®
Valspar is a global leader in the coatings industry providing customers with innovative, high-quality
products and value-added services. Our 10,500 employees worldwide deliver advanced coatings
solutions with best-in-class appearance, performance, protection and sustainability to customers in
more than 100 countries. Valspar offers a broad range of superior coatings products for the consumer
market, and highly-engineered solutions for the construction, industrial, packaging and transportation
markets. Founded in 1806, Valspar is headquartered in Minneapolis. Valspar’s reported net sales in
fiscal 2014 were $4.5 billion and its shares are traded on the New York Stock Exchange (symbol:VAL).
For more information, visit www.valspar.com and follow @valspar on Twitter.
About the Valspar Championship presented by BB&T
The 2016 Valspar Championship presented by BB&T, Tampa Bay’s PGA TOUR event, will be held
March 7-13 on the Copperhead Course at Innisbrook, a Salamander Golf & Spa Resort, in Palm
Harbor, Florida. Jordan Spieth is the defending champion of the tournament which is part of the
annual FedExCup competition. The tournament will be nationally televised by NBC Sports and Golf
Channel.
About Copperhead Charities, Inc.
Copperhead Charities history of supporting charities through professional golf dates back to 1977,
with funds generated exceeding $34 million. The 2016 Valspar Championship is the 16th full-field PGA
TOUR event sponsored by the Copperheads.

